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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
September 10, 2019 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:03 pm by Vice Chair 

Greg Hesse.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Greg Hesse, Fire Chief Tony 

Nielsen, Assistant Chief Lonnie Rash, District Secretary Carol Trescott, and members of the District. 

Commissioner Andy Rorie was in attendance via telephone. 

  

INTRODUCTIONS AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Add:  Executive Report, Item E. Station 82 Generator Update 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to 

approve the Agenda as amended.  The Motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The Motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. SREC Fire Service Level Agreement:  In June, the BoFC authorized the Fire Chief to sign a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Spokane Regional Emergency Communication (SREC) 

to provide dispatch services to the District through September 30th.  The MOU provided an 

opportunity for a test evaluation period as well as an opportunity to explore other options proposed by 

Local 3711.  In August, Chief Nielsen informed the Board the City of Spokane declined the District’s 

request to enter into negotiations to continue dispatch services.  Chief Nielsen said he has not been 

informed of any problems or issues with the dispatch transition. J Wilkins, president of Local 3711, 

stated in an email that his members now feel more comfortable with SREC and he expressed his 

appreciation for the Fire Chief’s and the Board’s patience as they worked through the transition.   

 

Chief Nielsen recommended that the Board authorize him to sign the Service Level Agreement with 

SREC. 

 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To 

authorize the Fire Chief to sign the Service Level Agreement with SREC.  The Motion carried 

unanimously. 
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EXECUTIVE REPORT 

 

A. CCC Integration Update:  The integration continues to move forward; the next meeting is 

scheduled for October 1st.   

 

B. Apparatus Update:  Chief Nielsen said he contacted the Diffenbacher and Archer families 

relative to a dedication of the District’s two new engines.  Both families were pleased that their loved 

ones are being honored and would like to participate in the ceremonies.  A push-in will be scheduled 

within a month.   

 

Chief Rash reported the apparatus configuration and initial training is complete.  Over the next two 

weeks E85 and E81 will undergo apparatus and technology transitions, and the Training Division will 

complete final in-service orientations on the engines.  Chief Rash anticipates both apparatus will be in 

service and operational by the end of September.  He expressed thanks to Chief Wyrobek, Chief 

Hatley, Gabe Gerhart, members of the apparatus committee, and all participating District members for 

their hard work and follow through on the project. 

 

The Commissioners reiterated their thanks. 

 

Chief Nielsen will coordinate with the Board and the Diffenbacher and Archer families on a date for 

the dedication and push-in ceremonies. 

 

C. Bond Workshop Follow Up:  Chief Nielsen thanked the Board for their involvement in the 

Bond Workshop on September 5th.  He felt the workshop offered an opportunity for a lot of good 

discussion relative to the District’s future.  The Chief reported he contacted a bond underwriter to gain 

an understanding of the path forward in relation to costs, priorities, interest rates, and repayment 

schedules.  Chief Nielsen said staff completed quite a bit of research on building and apparatus costs 

prior to the workshop.  

 

The commissioners thanked Chief Nielsen and Chief Rash for their work facilitating the workshop; 

they also expressed their appreciation to all of the District members who actively participated in the 

workshop and shared their ideas. 

 

D. Driving Record and NIMS Compliance:  Chief Rash reported he is continuing his work 

reviewing all District member’s driving records annually in order to ensure all members are compliant 

with the National Incident Management System (NIMS).  He said the EVIP program was recently 

revamped and all drivers are now required to carry a license showing they have completed training. 

 

E. Station 82 Generator Update:  Chief Rash reported L&I is requiring an underground line 

installation and not an overhead installation as the electrical contractor has planned.  Engineers with 

Inland Power have reviewed the process and completed their final site visit.  Staff anticipates the 

vendor and Inland Power will be on-site within the next two weeks to complete their work.  L&I will 

then complete their final inspection and the generator will be set in place. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 6:15 pm Commissioner Hesse announced the Board and Chief Nielsen will adjourn to executive 

session for 15 minutes Per RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) to evaluate the qualification of an applicant for 

public employment or to review the performance of a public employee. 
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At 6:32 pm Commissioner Hesse called the regular meeting back in session. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

None 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 09/11/19 at approximately 6:45 am, 911 commemorative ceremonies will be held at all four of 

the District’s stations. 

 09/11/19 Station 84’s annual Open House will be from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

 09/11/19 the Washington State Auditor will be on-site at Station 82 to begin their 2017-2018 

audit 

 09/12/19: Spokane County Fire Commissioners Association meeting at SCFD11 in Rockford, 

beginning at 7:00 pm 

 09/12/19:  Chief Chat at Station 82, at 7:00 pm 

 09/17/19:  BoFC 2020 Budget Workshop at Station 82, at 6:00 pm 

 09/18/19 – 09/20/20:  Washington State Risk Management Group's annual meeting in 

Ellensburg; Commissioner Boling and Commissioner Hesse will be in attendance 

 09/26/19:  Chief Nielsen will be presenting at the 2019 Washington Leadership Summit in 

Leavenworth, WA; he will also be a speaker on the Excellence in Government Panel in 

relations to the District’s designation as 2018 Best Places to Work. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie: Move to 

adjourn the regular meeting at 6:36 pm.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

              Andrew V. Rorie, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 

Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


